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Introduction  

 

 

Washington, DC in 1882 from Boyd’s Directory  
Historical Society of Washington, DC   

Photo 1  

 Col. Robert G. Ingersoll (1833 – 
1899)    Courtesy Emmett F. Fields of 

www.Bank-of-Wisdom.com. 
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1. Stop # 1   The Pension Building on F Street, between 4th and 5th Streets, N.W.   

 

The Pension Building c. 1900 courtesy Library of Congress LC-D4-16171, 4a10713r 

 

 

Photo 3  The National Building Museum (former Pension Building) Phil Kalmanson, 2009 
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Stop # 2 Old City Hall and Courthouse 451 Indiana Ave., NW  ( D Street)  

 

Photo 05   
Old City Hall and Courthouse     

courtesy DC Public Library, Washingtoniana collection # 11008 

 

 

Photo 6  D. C. Court of Appeals  Phil Kalmanson, 2009 

  



Historical Photographs for the Ingersoll Walking tour in Washington, DC 
 

Ingersoll in Washington, DC Page 4 
 

Stop # 3   Baltimore and Potomac RR Station / National Gallery of Art  

at 6th and D Streets, N.W. 

 
Photo 7  
Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Station, c. 1880-1910. Photo Collections, Library of 

Congress. 
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Baltimore and Potomac Railroad Station, c.  1873-1907 Goode, James H., Capital Losses: A 

Cultural History of Washington’s Destroyed Buildings, 1979, Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution, p. 413.  
Leet Brothers, Washington, DC,  GWU,  LC-G6-G493. 
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Stop # 4   Odd Fellows Hall at 419 7th Street, N.W 

  

Photo  10 

Odd Fellows Hall  
 Pete Lins, 2009 

Photo 8    
The National Gallery of Art   
Steve Lowe, 2009 



Historical Photographs for the Ingersoll Walking tour in Washington, DC 
 

Ingersoll in Washington, DC Page 7 
 

 

 

  

Photo 9   
Odd Fellows Hall, c. 
1885      
Goode, Capital Losses,  1979 
, p 234; and Library of 
Congress LC-G6-G4391 

Photo 11  Ad for a Speech at Odd 
Fellows Hall, Feb. 1878  
 Washington Post, Feb. 9, 1878, 
p. 4; ProQuest Historical Newspapers 
accessed through the D.C. Public 
Library. 
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Stop # 5  Lincoln Hall at the NE corner of 9th and D Streets, N.W.   

 

 

  

Photo 12  

Lincoln Hall,  
c. 1870-79  
Historical Society of 
Washington, D.C.,  ST-459 

Photo 14  

Interior of Lincoln Hall  
c. 1880   
Historical Society of 
Washington, D.C., CHS 07946;  
and Library of Congress LC-G6-
G4216 
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Stop # 6   view The US Capitol and former location of the Supreme Court.  

 

Photo 2  US Capitol, which housed the US Supreme Court in Ingersoll's day. Steve Lowe, 2009  

Photo   13    

Site of Lincoln Hall   
Pete Lins, 2009. 
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Photo 15  Between 1861 and 1935, the US Supreme Court was in the Old Senate Chamber, c. 
1900      Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-61338, 3b09016 

 

 

Old Senate chamber as the Supreme Court c. 1900 
 Library of Congress 3c16674 
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Stop # 7   The National Theatre,  1321 E Street, N.W. 

 

Photo 16   The National Theatre   Phil Kalmanson, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo 18  Display Ad in the 
Washington Post for a speech 
on March 7, 1880  

  The Washington Post 
Mar. 4, 1880, p. 4; ProQuest Historical 
Newspapers accessed through the D.C. 
Public Library 
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Photo 17  The National Theatre, c. 1884         

Historical Society of Washington, D.C., CHS 01253 

 

The National Theatre   Steve Lowe, 2009 
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Stop # 8   First Law Office at 1417 G Street, N.W. 

 

 

Photo 19   First Law Office, (shared with his brother, Ebon) near 15th and G 
Streets, N.W., c. 1901 (likely black or white building on far right)   
Library of Congress, 3a46341u 

 

 

15th & G Street, N.W  Steve Lowe 2009. 

 

Photo 20   

Law Office Letterhead, 
 January 2, 1878.  

 Papers, Library of Congress 
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Stop # 8a  Second Law Office at 1421 New York Avenue, N.W. 

 

Photo 21  Proximity of 2nd Law Office, New York Avenue and 15th Street, N.W., c. 
1885 Courtesy Historical Society of Washington, D.C 

 

 

 

 

Photo 20   

View of New York Ave. from 15th Street, N.W.  Steve Lowe, 2009 
  

 

Law Office Letterhead, c. 1879-1885.  
Papers, Library of Congress,  Steve Lowe 2009 



Historical Photographs for the Ingersoll Walking tour in Washington, DC 
 

Ingersoll in Washington, DC Page 15 
 

Stop # 9  Ingersoll’s first Home at 25 Lafayette Square  

 

Photo 23 

25 Lafayette Square (now Madison Place) second house from corner,  c. 1899 
Photo Collections, Library of Congress.  

 

 

Photo 24  Madison Place today   Steve Lowe 2009 
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Photo 26  Ingersoll and his extended family  c. 1892  in Dobbs Ferry, NY 
Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-86626, 3b33112  

Photo 25  

Drawing of Madison Place, 
c. 1899  
 Donaldson, Frances F., The 
President's Square; the Cosmos Club's 
and other historic homes on Lafayette 
Square, 1968, Vantage Press, p. 55 
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Photo 27   

25 Lafayette Square, c. 1882-
1886   Donaldson, Frances F., The 

President's Square; the Cosmos Club's and 
other historic homes on Lafayette Square, 
1968, Vantage Press, p. 63 

Photo 28  

Office Building, built by the 
Cosmos Club in 1906, that 
replaced 23 & 25 Madison 
Place (frame indicates former 
location of Ingersoll’s home)    
Phil Kalmanson, 2009 
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Photo 29 from:  

THE REPUBLIC:  A Weekly Journal of Politics and Society 

 

Vol. 4 No. 19     Washington, D.C.     

June 27, 1880   Page 294-5  

CELEBRATIES AT HOME. 

VI 

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL 

 

This great orator, advocate, free thinker (and 

shall I say atheist?) lives on a square made 

famous in the last twenty odd years.  His house is 

a large brick with heavy brownstone trimmings, 

very deep and broad, with generous halls and big, 

square rooms.  Fronting the house is the beautiful 

Lafayette Park, with its rare foliage, and within a 

stone’s throw is the White House.  Three doors off 

is the old Seward mansion in which the assassin, 

Payne, came near putting an end to the life of 

William H. Seward on that unhappy night of the 

14th of April, 1865.  On this same square a few 

years before Daniel E. Sickles shot the seducer of 

his wife.  The tree against which Key fell in his 

dying agonies was carried off piece by piece many 

years ago by relic-hunters, and not even a root of 

it remains.  A wide gap between the fine old trees 

is the only thing to mark the place of the noted 

tragedy.   

The house of Colonel Ingersoll is almost new, 

and although not build for him, seems to have 

been fashioned for him.  The main hall is very 

wide, the floor is one of marble, and arches lead 

to the stairway, to the dining room and to the 

parlors.  An immense mirror in gilt frame on a 

marble base, two high-backed chairs of carved 

walnut and the ordinary hall furniture may be 

seen as you enter from the vestibule.  A copy of 

Page’s bust of Shakespeare is on the marble stand 

of the mirror, and the walls are hung with allegorical figures in photography.  The first door to 

the left as you enter is the library.  The furniture is of velvet, a table covered with books is in the 

centre of the room and book-cases line the walls.  The library is not large nor does it specially 

indicate the character of the owner.  It is complete, no doubt, in the standard works of prose and 
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poetry, and the owner’s bent may possibly be guessed from the very full editions of Voltaire, 

Hobbs, Bacon, John W. Draper, Helmholtz, Haeckle, Buckner, Fichte, Schopenhauer and most 

of the other philosophers.  Shakespeare is everywhere in this house.  He is the acknowledged 

god and the only god worshipped.  Rows of shelves are devoted to the matchless poet, and 

picture of him are everywhere.  

 Not long ago a distinguished politician, who is also a church member, called upon the 

great orator, and the two talked together in the library.  The friend, looking into the adjoining 

room, saw upon the centre-table an immense volume with gild edges and a heavy morocco 

binding.  

“Oho, Colonel,” said he, “so you do keep a Bible?” 

“Oh yes, certainly; come and see it.” 

The two walked into the parlor and Colonel Ingersoll took up the great book and showed 

the back.  The inscription was “The Inspired Book.” On the sides in old English gilt was the 

legend. “The Volume of the Brain.” Turning the leaves over, the friend perceived that the great 

book, so grandly bound and occupying the place of honor, was Shakespeare, and in the middle of 

the book were, as in family Bibles, blank pages of the family register.  Here were the dates of 

birth of Colonel Ingersoll and his wife, the date of their marriage and the dates of birth of their 

two children.  

“This, ” said Colonel Ingersoll, “is the family Bible; and here is the prayer-book”- showing a 

beautifully-bound copy of Burns.  “Here is all the religion I want.” 

The walls of every room in Colonel Ingersoll’s house are covered with pictures.  Evidently 

he does not care  a rap about artistic arrangement.  I believe they say that oil paintings, 

engravings and photographs should be hung separately.  Ingersoll seems to have had but one 

idea in buying pictures, namely, to please himself; and nothing seems to have been too poor or 

too humble for a conspicuous place.  If a photograph had an idea in it that touched him, all right, 

if a chromo took =his fancy, very well, if an engraving pleased him, just the same, and if you ever 

go into his house, gentle reader, you will find oil paintings, chromos, lithographs, engravings, 

and what not all mixed up together.  But you will find also that the great infidel ( if he is one) can 

give an adequate reason for the presence of everything.  If there is not room on the walls for all 

the pictures, and there is not, then room is found on the floor, and in this respect the home of 

Colonel Ingersoll reminds me much of the residence of the late Charles Sumner.  Pictures were 

everywhere.  No place was too good for them, and they ennobled the humblest places.   

Colonel Ingersoll has a great man framed photographs and their tendency is in two 

directions.  He runs to pictures of athletes, gladiators and all forms of Hercules, and he runs 

equally to beautiful women and children.  There never was a Venus whose picture he does not 

possess and some of them he has in bronze and plaster.  Everything that is namely and 

everything that is beautiful appeals to this (shall I say notorious)? man.  He has some pictures of 

Paine, and he shows with pride and apparent affection a bronze bust of Voltaire ad the age of 83, 

which to me seemed hideous, but to him it appears with all the holy attributes of truth and 

greatness.   
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It appears to me that all the reverence there is within this man turns to Shakespeare.  

Pilgrim never trod the flowery paths of Palestine with more reverence that he pursues the 

devious walks of the great poet.  No one knows the secrets of the great unknown so well as he.  

In one of his unpublished lectures he paints this picture:  

“Shakespeare was an intellectual ocean whose waves touched all the shores of thought – upon which were all the 

lights and shadows and over which brooded all the calms and swept all the storms and tempests of which the soul is 

capable.” 

At another time he used the following beautiful simile:  

“Shakespeare harvested all the fields of dramatic thought, and from his day until now there have been but 

gleaners of straw and chaff.” 

Personally  Colonel Ingersoll is the most charming of men, and, as a natural consequence, 

his life is blameless; for one holding  his particular views of life and death could not dwell in 

peace in a religious community if there was a taint on his private life and walks.  He keeps away 

from bar-rooms, he never utters a profane word, he gives liberally to all good works, whether 

Catholic, Methodist, Baptist or what not; his word is taken by everybody who ever had dealings 

with him, and nobody who has ever known him would ever ask for his bond.  Heis h ouse is the 

ideal Liberty Hall.  He has no rules for himself of his family.  They all do as they please.  He has 

no time for going to bed or getting up.  He sleeps when he is sleepy, he eats when he is hungry 

and rests when he is tired.  A “regular life” he knows nothing about.  Every member of his family 

does exactly as she pleases.  He is never without company.  His family consist of his wife, “a 

woman without superstition,” and two daughters, Eva, aged 16, and Maud, aged 15.  He says his 

children never did a wrong in their lives, and they never had a secret from their parents.  They, 

to, do exactly as they please.  They were never reprimanded or refused a request in their lives.   

Colonel Ingersoll has a workshop on the second story of his residence, which is much like 

other places where med do their writing.  I asked a very intimate friend of his what were  Colonel 

Ingersoll’s eccentricities.  He answered very quickly and very tersely that Colonel I. had no 

eccentricities except one, and that was that he had no eccentricities.  He drives nobody from his 

workshop, and he says he works better when his family and visitors are about him.  The house is 

never without “company,” usually three or  four persons, young or old,  it matter not, and 

sometimes a dozen friends sit down at the family board.  Colonel Ingersoll’s law office is several 

time full. It is full of books, full of clerks and full of clients.   

Colonel Ingersoll was born in 1833, and was married to Miss Eva Parker (happy man!) in 

1862. 

(source: DC Public Library, MLK Main Branch, Washingtoniana Room, shelves:  un-catalogued box)  
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Stop # 10  Home of (brother) Ebon C. Ingersoll  - 1403 K Street, NW 

 

  

Photo 31   
Franklin Terrace, the 
1400 block of K Street, 
NW. The Home of Ebon 
Clark Ingersoll (brother), 
c. 1870-   

   

 Goode, Capital Losses 
1979 , p. 155;  and Library of 
Congress LC-G6-G199 (3c28824) 

 

Photo 32    

Site of Ebon Ingersoll's home 
    Pete Lins, 2009 
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Stop # 11   Ingersoll’s second home on Franklin Square  at  1315 K Street, N.W 

 No historical photos of this location have been found.  

 

Photo 33  site of Ingersoll's second home in DC  Phil Kalmanson, 2009 

 

 

Photo 34   Franklin Square Park  Phil Kalmanson, 2009  


